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SUICIDE PREVENTION EFFORTS
CDC Suicide Prevention Grant Update   - Stephanie Busche, Injury Prevention 
VT Dept of Health

5/21/21
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CDC Suicide 
Prevention 
Grant 

2

Comprehensive public health lens 

Data-driven

Raising awareness of existing 
programs    

Coordination 
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$3.8M: CDC Comprehensive 
Suicide Prevention Cooperative 
Agreement

(VAST: Vermont Addressing Suicide 
Together)

1. The funding for this grant will 
sit with VDH, however, DMH 
will receive funding for a half-
time Communications 
position. 

2. This funding is for a public 
health approach to suicide to 
build comprehensive 
infrastructure

Suicide Prevention Efforts
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VERMONT ADDRESSING SUICIDE TOGETHER –PENDING NAME CHANGE

We know Vermonters are at risk and we need a comprehensive approach to suicide prevention.

VAST will:

• Develop a more coordinated statewide prevention effort with state partners and communities 

• Utilize data analysis to identify vulnerable populations and serve them better

• Ensure access for underserved populations with a focus on health equity 

• Expand Zero Suicide activities to rural Vermont counties and engage Community Health Teams

• Facilitate Gatekeeper trainings, which helps us ensure we are supporting the LGBTQ community-
especially youth, with appropriate resources—because the latest national data tells us that those 
youth are at significantly higher risk of self harm.

• Expand recovery and peer support groups including for first responders
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•Community

•Healthcare

•Upstream
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Inventory Assessment    
Partnership

Communication & Dissemination 
Next Steps

Advisory Group 
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Data and Outreach Coordinator 

Close 4/12

https://careers.vermont.gov/job/Dat
a-and-Outreach-Coordinator-
Limited-Service/727745100/

7

Data Analyst

Will be posted in the 
next few weeks

Program Coordinator 

Closes 4/26

https://careers.vermont.gov/job/Bur
lington-Public-Health-Programs-
Administrator-Suicide-Prevention-
Coordinator-Limited-Service-VT-
05401/731752200/
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https://www.healthvermont.gov/health-statistics-
vital-records/surveillance-reporting-topic/injuries


